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This David and Goliath battle really gave the name
to the De la Vega family. It is also said that one of
the Castilian knights in return rode up to the gates of
Granada, in the face of the enemy, and nailed a cartel,
bearing the words " Ave Mary/7 to the door with his
dagger.
At first the city was too well supplied from the
mountain district in its rear to be straitened for pro-
visions ; but as autumn came on, parties of Spanish
soldiers were sent to ravage the country and prevent
convoys from coming in. Then, in desperation, Mousa
collected all his bravest men for an attempt on Santa
Fe ; but this sort of fighting necessarily depended
chiefly upon infantry, and these were always the
weakest point with the Moors. They fled on the first
alarm, the cavalry could only charge ineffectually, and
they were chased back even beyond their watch-towers,
which were immediately occupied by the Christian
archers.
The city was now entirely invested on all sides,
famine began to be felt, and there was no hope of
succour. The mob began to clamour for a surrender
in time to save them from the rigours suffered by
Malaga. Boabdil assembled his council, and all
recommended a capitulation except the brave Mousa,
who declared that defence was still possible, and that
they had better still trust to their valour. The others
all were resolved to capitulate, and a suspension of
arms was agreed on ; hostages were given on either
side, and a spot between the two armies was appointed
where the Vizier Aboul Hacem met Gonzalo de Cordova
to agree on the conditions of peace.
If in two months' time the beleaguered city was not
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